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The Methodist Federation for Social Action, an unofficial membership 
organization, founded in 1907, seeks to deepen within the Church, 
the Sense of social obligation and opportunity to study, from the 
Christian point of view, social problems and their solutions and to pro- 
mote social action in the spirit of Jesus. The Federation stands for the 
complete abolition of war. The Federation rejects the method of the 
struggle Jor profit as the economic base for society and seeks to replace 
tt with social-economic planning to develop a society without class or 
group discriminations and privileges. In seeking these objectives, the 
Federation does mot commit its members to any specific scograne but 
remains an inspirational and educational agency, proposing social changes 
by democratic decisions, not by violence. 
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A Southerner Explains the South 


By SARAH PATTON BOYLE* 


veé great fears grip the white South: fear of change, fear 
eruction of cherished qualities and attainments, and fear 
sisals and social pressures. 

© small but nowerful gronps now approach hysteria: those 
fate Negroes, and those who profit by segregation. 


yly $ to 5 per cent of the white South hate Negroes, who 
mpecial effort to be agreeable to whites, especially children. 
1 people naturally respond’ to pleasant relationships with 
k and affection. The ardent segregationist who maintains 
wes Negroes is telling the truth. He keeps them in their 
. a firm parent keeps children in their place. Paternal- 
.ot hostility, is characteristic of most southern supporters 
‘ status quo. 


t the 8 to 5 per cent of Negro haters are dangerous be- 
se a disturbed. There’s no reasoning with them, no 


ing what they will do. Organized, they change the whole 
shere of their area, as a small band of gangsters can ter- 
a city. Driven by their over-sized emotions they are vocal 
tive. Some devote tremendous time telephoning and writ- 
reats and insults to Negro leaders and white intergration- 
d describing horrors which will, according to them, re- 
on integration. 

se second small powerful group responsible for the intense 
a the South is those who profit by segregation: chiefly un- 
( iticians who garner votes by arousing fears of 
tion and then assuring people they will save them from 
y aid Negro haters. Their influence is enormous. 

e widespread old fear of change hangs over practically 
pody in the South, even the white integrationists, even the 
peg eicing their ardor and efficiency, just when needed 


iliar and sharper is the fear integration will bring 
f virtually everything highest and best in our civil-. 
s fear makes the South different from any other 


Gn misinformation. The average poorly educated 
white still believes the Negro belongs to a lower 
and that no education, opportunity or moral. train- 
¢ him up to standard. 
ntable ignorance and squalor in which many under- 
outhern Negroes live, we know to be merely the 
ty and oppression. Many Southern whites believe 
the Negro’s basic racial inferiority. A nation-wide 
de last year by the National Opinion Research Center 
that while roughly only 15 per cent of 
believe the fiction of the racial inferiority 
per cent of Southerners still do. 2 
kes it easy for rabble rousing race haters 


1s to panic and stampede masses of people’ 


tion 


(1) Drive car with car pool, or (2) Be a paying member of a, 


ear pool 


theirs and take a fair and just reward. These victims of belief 
in racial inferiority think integration something which cannot 
raise the Negro, yet will inevitably drag the white man down. 
Forty per cent of the white South really think the welfare of 
their children and the future of the nation are at stake. 

But where are the 60 per cent of white Southerners who don’t 
subscribe to the myths of white superiority? Aren’t they more 
educated, financially stronger, the most influential? 


Yes, by and large, and if a reasonable percentage of them 
would stand up and be counted on the side of first class citizen- 
ship for the minority, there would be little difficulty in bringing 
desegregation. 


Then why don’t they? First, they are vulnerable to the general 
fear and dislike of change. They would personally rather things 
remain as they are accustomed to their being. However, I think 
they would not as a group be selfish enough to wish segrega- 
tion solely for this reason if they knew all the facts. 


The average goodwilled, educated white Southerner, though 
he may know racial superiority is a figment of the imagination, 
has never personally talked with a cultivated Negro, because of 
segregation. Therefore, he tends to rate the Negro’s present 
stage of development and acceptability far below what it act- 
ually is. He usually feels that while eventually the Negro will 
catch up, it will take two or three generations. 

He doesn’t wish to see the standards of his children and 
grandchildren lowered. He therefore maintains that the Negro 
should remain segregated until he is equal, and then be inte- 
grated. He doesn’t realize segregation is such a grave handicap 
that to insist Negroes become equal before they demand. inte- 
gration is like ordering a man to rise through tugging at his 
proverbial boots. 

It’s very common to hear highly educated, intelligent, and 

ood willed Southern whites say in all sincerity, “I don’t. see 


~ what all the fuss is about. Why is segregation more of a handi- 


cap to Negroes than to whites? They have their own people as 
we have ours. We don’t mind staying on our side of the wall. 
Why should they mind staying on theirs?” It’s very difficult to 
convince such people their question makes as much. sense as it 
would in regard to incarcerated prisoners. os 

The only hope of getting white and colored Southerners to 
a 


1958 MFSA MEMBERSHIP MEETING 


‘The 1958 National MFSA Membership Meeting begins with — 
luncheon at noon, Labor Day, Sept. 1, and goes through Wednes- 
day, Sept. 3. It is at the beautiful new Methodist conference 
grounds, White Sulphur Springs, St. Helena, California. The host — 
Caifornia-Nevada Conference MFSA Chapter (over 200 mem- 
bers) is formulating meeting plans under direction of national — 


-MFSA President Worley and his Executive Committee, Send at — 


once any suggestions for speakers or program. Send your $3_ 
egitation ae to: MFSA, Box 827, Gresham, Oregon. Dr. 


F. Worley, 573 Farmington Ave... Hartford 5, Conn., is cl ae 


house for car pools East of Colorado. Write him if you will: 


_ your conyictions you would grieve your parents, embarrass your 

"sisters and brothers and endanger your children’s social accept- 

_._ anceP Suppose you expected your own people to receive you as 

___ traitor and ‘as threat to their welfare? Suppose you anticipated 

_ your clubs, instead of commending you, would feel obliged to 

d consider your membership a blot 
areful avoidance of those who 
could not summon it. Suppose you had noticed as the attacks on 
you grew hotter that many of your friends, instead of hee 


i ficient Christianity, and the c 


understand each other is to bring them together. That’s why 
desegregation 


enforced by law will have good results. You 
can’t legislate human attitudes. But you certainly can legislate 


conditions under which it’s possible for attitudes to change more 
quickly. If what some Southerners believe about desegregation 


were true, they would be quite right to oppose it. The only way 
to prove it isn’t true is to have desegregation and let them see. 

Moreover, the only way the average Southern Negro can be 
convinced that few whites hate him is to have desegregation 
and let him find out for himself. This, I think, is as important 
as converting whites. For it’s very internally destructive to feel 
hated by one’s fellow countrymen. 

That he will be pleasantly surprised under desegregation 
there is little doubt. I think it’s everywhere been the experience 
of those who have had to sue for admission to white schools, 
that once they were firmly established as students, they exper- 
ience little but good will. Fear and misinformation, rather than 
racial hostility, are the South’s problem, and both of these yield 
before the accomplished fact. 

Segregation is both un-Christian and un-democratic. The 
sooner it’s brought to an end the less the South will have 
to be ashamed of and to answer for. A respectable percentage of 
the well educated uppercrust realize these things. Yet out of 50 
people who know and understand, and burn with righteous 
indignation there may not be even one who will stand up and 
inake himself heard to the best of his ability. Why? 

To answer bluntly, they simply haven’t the courage. Or, they 
haven’t the relationship to God which makes that kind of cour- 
age possible. Still, at the same time, it’s not quite fair to judge 


_ their behavior by comparing the small number of whites who 


speak up with the relatively large number of Negroes who do so. 

Great and increasing courage it takes for a Southern Negro 
to speak out against the existing order. The courage of Negro 
leaders in this crisis is something which makes the heart sing. 
They often risk antagonizing their employers. In some com- 
munities they. are threatened with bodily harm. And always 
they must suffer heartaches and discouragements of many kinds. 

But the minority member who makes an open stand for inte- 
gration knows he can count on the approval and moral sup- 
port of the colored world. But the white citizen who defends 
minority rights does not have this comfort. Unlike his colored 
brothers, he has no hiding place. His-own people are the ones 


_ he has chosen to oppose. And many disapprove this who approve 
the Negro’s stand. 


Suppose you believe that if you raised your voice to express 


on their good 


pologize for you, and would 
to curt nods from such fe 


found more and more excuses for knowing you less. 


irculated—stories that you were in 


ca atle seiten, 


‘in the medical school the increase is a startling 33 


juppose you could expect that in your community ugly 
be c 1 the p 


at you spent your evenings in disgraceful oe: 


How can they win? They can and will win because # 
have the eternal and universal force of right on their $i 
They have the basic brotherhood of man on their side. 1 
future is with them, for as surely as the earth turns, humar 
shall be one. . 

The very fact that these Negro leaders are proving # 
superiority, before the eyes of all against enormous odds, is spre 
ing the truth, and the very fact that white liberals are will 
to endure what they do is convincing proof that they st 
for something more important than themselves. a 

Héwv-can the Southern problem be solved? It is being solv 
Fortifications are useless against right and truth. Even wl 
the haters and the profiteers frantically entrench themselves 
the Clintons, the Montgomeries and the Little Rocks of ~ 
South, the number of their followers is being daily redur 
without fanfair, They are being reduced by Negro leaders wh 
moral and intellectual superiority is so apparent to all that— 
myth of racial inferiority withers on the stem. They are be 
reduced by the moral force of Negroes who will not surreni 
and yet will not hate. They are being reduced by the sight 
Negro children who march to school with brave dignity in ~ 
face of booing mobs because of their faith that decency 4 
prevail. * 

Do I just hope that truth is winning, or do I know that it 
I know it. Here isa little of the great body of evidence t 
truth is indeed winning. aaa 

Despite continual affirmations by segregationists that. 
Supreme Court decisions on segregation have thrown race r 
tions back fifty years, opinion polls everywhere show a ste: 


and fairly rapid rise in liberal attitudes. < 

(1) The Gallup poll in October, 1957, shows that follow 
the trouble in Little Rock there was a 7 percent increase in 
number of Southerners who approve of the Supreme Court's é 
ings on segregation. I bet that surprises you. That’s not what 
segregationists have been claiming. : 3 

(2) I mentioned the survey which revealed that last year 
per cent of the white North and 40 per cent of the white 
sti!l believe in the racial inferiority of the Negro. This sam 
vey. 15 years ago showed that 45 per cent of the white Ni 
and 80 per cent of the white South then believed in the Neg 
inferiority. In only 15 years, there has been a 40 per cent 
crease in the number of white persons who know the Negre 
basically equal to the white, and that only lack of opportu 
has been holding him back. 3 

(3) The third poll I mention was of student opinion in 
spring of 1957 at the University of Virginia, duplicate of « 
taken seven years ago. In 1950 the poll revealed that y 
73 per cent of the students in the graduate and profess 
schools did not object to admission of Negroes to their def 
ments, only 42 per cent of the medical students did not 
_ But the poll taken last spring, seven years later, — 
18 per cent increase in liberality in the school as a w 


leaving only 9 per cent of the medical students still 
having Negroes in their department. = _ 
Why the enormous change in this particular — 
easy, More than half of all the Negro students admit 
University since 1950 have been in the medical school. 
. ive et = for 5S Cae 


—_—. 


thite Americans before the Revolution. England discriminated ‘he launching of this rocket, I know I shall always be humbly 


mst and oppressed us in the same way in which the white grateful. But I think the time not far distant when the nation, 
[h now oppresses Negroes. The result has been the same. and the world, too, will be grateful to the Negro Americans who 
froes today are swept with realization of the dignity of man, would not let ideals of freedom, of human dignity, and of the 
rrights of every individual and the certainty that brotherhood brotherhood of man slacken their flight and fall to earth in our 
ne destiny of the human race. free and lovely land. 


ff was the realization of these dynamic truths—a realization” 
1 of oppression and hardship—which gave the Jeffersonian 


pficans the spiritual brawn which made our nation great. kj lj 1 f 
virility of this vision has become sadly weakened in the Ma Ing Po icles or Wrong Reasons 


t€ group. As our memory of oppression faded, the vision ; ‘ 
ed. It is fortunate indeed that there are some Americans left By BRIG. GEN. -(Ret.) HUGH B..HESTER 


vhom these ideals are still dynamic. Because our minorities The real reason for the decay in our leadership lies in aban- 

Oppressed just as our colonies were once oppressed, these donment of our great liberal traditions: Free search and inquiry, 

hs have for them the powerful thrust which originglly drove tolerance of heresy and nonconformity, and the superiority of 

m into the constitution of the nation. . the mind and spirit concept over brawn and matter. These we 

Integration is not merely the means of giving Negroes an surrendered to McCarthyism under the false slogan of security 

ortunity for self betterment. It is also the means of giving and paid for it in the coin of submission to the current fashion 

u the opportunity for bettering the nation. We need Negro of conformity. 

bassadors to the white group who explain the Negro’s situa- The United States has been making policies for wrong rea- 

_and his feelings toward it. We need Negro missionaries to sons. Lend Lease and UNRRA, our greatest ventures in interna- 
White group who re-awaken’ understanding of the ideas of tional cooperation, were sabotaged under the supposedly smart 

1ocracy and the spiritual truths of brotherhood. slogan “Uncle Sam must not become Uncle Sap” and the com- 

Every Negro who has the opportunity to contact whites must pletely isolationist policies of unilateral aid and military alliances, 

wd himself as a missionary. The work of the NAACP, which ouiside the United Nations, were substituted for these two great 

ted in the Supreme Court rulings on segregation, has opened _— °XPeriments in global assault upon poverty. 

way for these ambassadors. If: Negroes accept their respon- Rarely is aid supported for the purpose of feeding the hungry, 

lity to guide and help members of the white group, great clothing the naked, and housing the homeless. 

‘wonderful changes will take place in the nation. We will Foreign aid is openly justified as a means of having others 
the dawning of true democracy. As white people. are given fight our battles. Integration of the races at home is defended 

é and more opportunities to know superior minority mem- as necessary in the struggle for the minds of men, Federal aid 

$ to whom the dignity of man is a living and vital truth, for schools is advanced as necessary for training more students 

‘truth can live again for the white group too. for the development of better and more effective weapons for 
ot only do colored citizens need full liberation, but the na- the mass murder of other human beings. es 

f needs their full liberation, and the world needs their full Here in Washington, the President is being abused, accused, __ 

ration. America can neither realize her own great ideals genounced and even vilified: by much of the press, the radio — 

e her place in world leadership until her colored citizens and television commentators, the military and many others—— 


ltogether free. much of it, of course, sub rosa. This is done, not because hi 
Fhere is need of every Christian to pa the brotherhood of failed to fire his “brink of war” Secretary, Mr. Dulles, for sab- 
enacted by the nation which contains this ideal in its charter. otaging the 1955 Summit conference by demanding, subsequent 
is need of every upright American to have his nation be- _ihereto, of the Soviet Union terms which, if ‘they had bee 
e the thing it claims to be. SP: - _aecepted, would have meant her unconditional surret ‘nol 
Ithough white America doesn't fully realize it yet, our col- —_ecause he failed to resume, after his long illness, negotiatior 
citizens are leading and lifting the nation back to the with the “enemy” for attainment and reasonable terms o 
and spiritual understanding which made her great. When existence; but because he now refuses to immediatel 
‘ory of this period of American history is written, it will jectly surrender to the hysterical demand for pulling 
names of Thurgood Marshall and Martin Luther King — fo; 4 “crash” program in an unparalleled arms rac 
will illuminate its pages. There is no white man of our only Jead to world disaster and civilization’s end. 
id nation who can approach their stature. te _his illnesses reduce still further his already very limite 
- American vision of the freedom and dignity of man 4. this mad rush to war. wale, ge 
So long as our national policies 


ms_and our patina 


are motivat 
ermeated. wii 


must be forthe whole man, not just scie 
more, twentieth century. man’s 


grace of God, I have not been so snow- 
- my own white skin that I could not see — 


testing by all nations and to cancel the U. S. Pacific tests sched- 
uled for April. Support is given to the protest of former Lt. 
Commander Albert Bigelow and three other crew members who 
sought to sail the ketch “Golden Rule” into the testing area. On 
three Saturdays preceding the scheduled U. S. Pacific tests, 12 
Oregon Chapter members will carry “sandwich” signs.and 12 
others walk along to pass out literature in Portland's shopping 
center. 

What are other MFSA members and chapters doing to end 
the bomb tests? 


-METHODIST MINISTER’S SON IN PERIL 


Rey. Soon Hyun, Methodist minister, distinguished Korean 

patriot, was sent by the Korean Government-in-Exile in 1919 

to urge U. S. recognition of the Republic of Korea. Like his Los 

Angeles architect son David, he became a critic of Syngman Rhee. 

The U. S. Immigration Department has ordered David's de- 

portation to South Korea not for any crime, but for alleged un- 

desirable political association in 1945 and 1946. Ten years ago 

the U. S. voted in the United Nations to adopt the Declaration 

of Human Rights, which affirms freedom of peaceful association 

a sacred and universal human right. For David Deportation to 

- South Korea under Rhee would be cruel punishment for the free 

political dissent our democracy is supposed to protect. He would 

have to leave his family or take them with him into a zone of 

possible persecution and peril. His father once said, “I am 

--certain my son will be subjected to physical abuse and almost 

certain death if deported to-South Korea.” He remembers how 

his two noted colleagues, Kim Koo and Lyuh Woon Hyung, were 

assassinated. They, too,: were -critics-of -Rhee. Bishop James Baker 

and many others have in the past- helped stay David’s deporta- 
. tion. 

David's Immigration Service hearing has been continued to 

July. Needed now for legal briefs are eye-witness statements of 

_ physical persecution by Rhee forces in South Korea in 1955, 

1956 or 1957 (by missionaries, businessmen, U.S. or U.N. officials, 

e _. writers, soldiers), Send to David’s wife Mary, 8540 Dahlia Ave., 

_~ Los Angeles 26, 


_ “BEHIND THE HEADLINES : 
While Dulles was at the NATO Council meeting, Life pub- 
lished an article of his proclaiming the impossibility of negotiat- 


position to enforce it. Before he left the conference he had been 
compelled, in order to get consent, and that only in principle, to 
his plan for distribution of nuclear weapons, to accept an agree- 


his was the result of recognition by our Western allies of 
utility of our State Department and Pentagon policy of no 


_ ing any agreement with Russia as long as the U.S. was not in . 


nt in principle that there should be top level talks with Russia. - 
; _instructs. 


egotiations until we catch up with the Soviet Union in rocket. 
atellite and missile production. A telling expression of this 


_ courage and effort that goes into 
faithful service of Dr. Harry 


a 
‘ : 

Similarly the President in a news conference complained tk 
the Sovict leaders had said Nyet to all his proposals and had 
be corrected by his press secretary, They accepted his suggests 
for inspection from the air provided he would add to it the 
proposal for inspection of ground centers. i 

By the end of the month the demand for high level tal 
became so strong that Dulles -had to say he was not agait 
them, provided there was adequate preparation. As Februa 
opened the N. Y. Times top man in Moscow reported the m 
joritysgf foreign diplomats there report the Soviet leaders see 
anxious-to reach understanding. These diplomats feel it is tit 
to find out if Moscow means what it says; that only by patie 
negotiating and by talks at all levels can those intentions | 
explored. me . . 

Two days later the same source reported the Soviet Uni 
agreed thete will have to be preparation before a top level ta 
can be held and has proposed it be held through regular dipl 
matic channels rather than at a foreign ministers conferenc 


The sincerity test has also to be met by Dulles. He can st 
on procedural points in what could be a fatal attempt for tin 
to get positions of strength that are no longer within reach. I 
can hamstring the negotiations by insisting on points that a 
not negotiable. He can make them futile by continuing his~¢ 
tacks on Soviet good faith. - 

The report from Moscow: on the foreign diplomats’ od 
clusions shows they have considered these possibilities for bo 
sides. Concerning the Soviet Union they are convinced its lea 
ers know they have to settle for less than’ their maximum obje 
tives, and this willingness is the thing that makes a nes 
possible. Concerning the U.S. they say it was clear at Gen 
that the matter of changing the governments of Eastern Euro] 
is not negotiable. It is also clear to them the Russians will n 
discuss a settlement of the German problem by the powers wit 
out the participation of East Germany. They add that amo 
the Western diplomats there it is only the Americans and 
West Germans who honestly believe the Soviet Union hi 
fact broken a pledge on that issue. They say that at Ge: 
and later, the Soviet leaders argued that plans for unifi 
including free elections, would have to be worked ou 
participation of the two Germanys. ess 

They agree with Moscow that the ony way out is to 
with matters about which there is little disagreement: that 
be considered and settled without either side taking any 
risks. They mention some of the things the Soviet Unio ie 
posed and some the West has advanced. 8 . 

It follows that if our religious forces desire to have 
fluence upon the projected negotiations they will sel 
or three issues they consider the most vital and put : 
pressure concerning them upon Dulles, and the 1] 
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Dear Friends of MFSA: _ Se: 
This check will increase 


measure of my appreciation for th 


Each time T read the Bulleti 
seems. to get steadil - en 
voice is still there 4 sac 
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